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Final session 1 

The final of the White House Juniors International Teams Tournament 2016 was a battle 

between Poland and the Netherlands Blue. Poland had beaten Norway with a good 

second set in the semi-finals. Netherlands Blue beat the strong Swedish team. In good 

tradition the teams that do well at the White House Juniors also will do well at the World 

Youth Teams Championships later that year. So we can expect a lot from Poland, 

Netherlands, Sweden and Norway in August in Salsomaggiore, Italy.  

 

The Polish team played with two pairs:  

Marcin Bojarski – Max Chodacki 

Alek Majcher – Rafal Marks 

 

The Netherlands Blue had three pairs playing: 

Pim Coppens – Bob Donkersloot 

Bas van Engelen – Thijs Verbeek 

Guy Mendes de León – Thibo Sprinkhuizen 

 

In the first set Bojarski – Chodacki played against Mendes de Leon and Sprinkhuizen with  

Majcher – Marks against Van Engelen – Verbeek at the other table. In the mean time 

Norway and Sweden did not play a match for thrid place, but instead participated in the 

Friday’s pairs tournament.  

 

Netherlands Blue took the first overtrick IMP, but the first big swing went to Poland:  

 
 

West North East South 

Marks Verbeek Majcher Van Engelen 

- - - Pass 

1♣ * 2NT (♥ + ♦) DBL 4♥ 

6♣  Ap.    

 

Van Engelen had no tool to open a weak hand with both Majors, so he had to pass in first 

hand. Marks opened a Polish Club and Verbeek showed the red suits. Majcher showed 

some values with DBL and Van Engelen jumped to 4♥. Marks hoped dummy would produce 

something useful and jumped to the slam. He just lost a diamond trick, NS -1370. Neither 

North nor South took the push to 6♥, which would be 4 down and just -800.  

 

At the other table the Dutch pair were put under more pressure:  
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West North East South 

Sprinkhuizen Chodacki Mendes de Leon Bojarski 

- - - 2♥  

DBL 4♥  DBL Pass 

5♣ 5♥ DBL Ap.  

  

Bojarski could open 2♥, a 2-suiter. Sprinkhuizen started with a DBL and Mendes de Leon 

made a take-out DBL in turn. Sprinkhuizen took out to 5♣, but when Mendes de Leon 

doubled for a second time did not feel comfortable to push to slam as they might lose two 

diamond tricks. 5♥ was three down, NS -500 and 13 IMPs to Poland.  

 

Board 5 was an interesting 3NT.  

 
 

Bojarski led a diamond to the Queen. Mendes de Leon tried a heart to the Jack and 

Queen and Chodacki returned a diamond to clear the suit. Next came the nine of clubs – 

two – three and ten. North played a heart to the Ace and declarer played a second club. 

When South put in the seven, Mendes de Leon ducked in dummy, so North had to win 

with the eight. Another heart showed the suit broke 3-3 and the Ace of clubs collected all 

the high cards. 2 spades, 3 hearts, 2 diamonds and 2 clubs meant 9 tricks.  

 

At the other table Majcher also received a diamond lead to the Queen. He played on 

spades, by cashing the Ace and leading a second one. When South pitched a diamond 

declarer ducked in dummy. North returned a diamond. Heart to Jack and Queen and a 

third spade followed. Declarer cashed his hearts and now it seemed like the contract was 

down on BBO, as North had two spade winners and South two diamond winners, so 

whoever would win the second club could cash for one down. But appearantly North kept 

three clubs and just one spade winner and declarer exited with the fourth spade to North 

who had to open up the clubs and declarer could score a second club trick for a push.  

 

The Dutch equalised by bidding a slam, missed by the Poles.  
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West North East South 

Marks Verbeek Majcher Van Engelen 

- - - 1♦  

Pass 1♥ 2NT (♠ + ♣) 4♥ 

Pass 4NT DBL 5NT 

Pass 6♣ Pass 6♥ 

Ap.     

 

Majcher overcalled 2NT to show the other two suits, but South could bid 4♥ now and North 

went on to slam. 5NT showed an even number of keycards with a void somewhere (same 

steps after DBL; RDBL is business and pass is an option to play for business). North bid 6♣, 

to try for a grand slam, but South signed-off without the Queen of hearts. Verbeek got the 

hearts right and NS could write down +1460. 

 

West North East South 

Sprinkhuizen Chodacki Mendes de Leon Bojarski 

- - - 1♦ 

Pass 1♥ 4♠ DBL 

Pass 5♦ Ap.   

 

Mendes de Leon felt his hand was spades – spades – and some clubs, not spades AND 

clubs and put full pressure on by jumping to four spades. South could not do much more 

than DBL as partner could well have 4-4 in the Majors with lots of losers in clubs and hearts. 

Chodacki pulled to 5♦, but South could not be sure how strong North was and passed. NS 

+620. 14-14.  

 

 
 

West North East South 

Marks Verbeek Majcher Van Engelen 

- - Pass Pass 

1♥ 2♦ Pass 3NT 

Ap.     

 

When Verbeek overcalled 2♦ Van Engelen tried 3NT. 2♦ usually is a good hand with six 

diamonds. Along with the Ace of spades and a heart trick South needed to find just one extra 

trick in dummy, although the heart trick was far from sure of course. Another danger 

emerged as West had en easy club lead. The defense just cashed their five tricks, NS -300.  
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West North East South 

Sprinkhuizen Chodacki Mendes de Leon Bojarski 

- - Pass Pass 

1♥ 2♦ 2♥ 3♦ 

4♥ Ap.    

 

At the other table a raise by Mendes de Leon propelled East-West to game. With friendly 

breaks that came in, NS -620 and 8 IMPs to the Netherlands Blue 

 

 
 

West North East South 

Marks Verbeek Majcher Van Engelen 

- - - 1♠ 

DBL 2♥ * Pass 2♠ 

4♥ Ap.    

 

Verbeek showed a good spade raise with 2♥, following the principal of showing support with 

support, suppressing the good club suit. Maybe with spades it’s better to show the good 2
nd

 

suit first before showing support. When Marks next jumped to game, North-South left him to 

play there. 11 easy tricks, so NS -450. 

 

West North East South 

Sprinkhuizen Chodacki Mendes de Leon Bojarski 

- - - 1♠ 

4♥ 4♠ Pass Pass 

DBL Ap.    

 

Sprinkhuizen overcalled 4♥ and this preempted North in bidding 4♠. This was a fine save 

however when the clubs fitted nicely. Sprinkhuizen led the Ace of hearts and when South 

followed with the two could safely return his lowest heart as a suit-preference for clubs. 

Mendes de Leon ruffed the second heart and gave the club ruff, but used the five of clubs for 

that instead of the 2. Sprinkhuizen felt not sure enough to underlead his Ace of diamonds, 

but instead cashed the setting trick. NS -100. 8 IMPs to Poland.  

 

At the end of the set Poland led by 27 – 22 IMPs.  

 

 

 


