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Final session 3 

At the end of set 2 Poland led Netherlands Blue by 26 IMPs at 76 -50. So the Dutch had 

some work to do in the third and final set of the final. Majcher – Marks were lined-up 

against Coppens – Donkersloot and Bojarski – Chodacki took on Van Engelen – 

Verbeek.  

 

On the first board the Dutch immediately more than halved the difference when Majcher 

made a dubious decision to bid: 

 

 

 
West North East South 

Chodacki Verbeek Bojarski Van Engelen 

- Pass 1♣ Pass 

1♥ Pass 2NT Pass 

3♥ Pass 4♥ Pass 

5♣ Pass 5♥ Ap.  
 
I wondered if that East hand was worth a downgrade to a 15-17 NT. Bojarski tried to show a bad 
hand for slam, but Chodacki pushed on one more time. 6♥ is not the worst of contract, although 
you need to get out without heart loser. 5♥ is normally still safe, but Chodacki could not 
overcome the 5-0 break and was one off, NS +100.  
 

West North East South 

Coppens Majcher Donkersloot Marks 

- Pass 1♣ Pass 

1♥ Pass 2NT Pass 

3♥ Pass 3♠  DBL 

Pass 4♠ DBL Ap.  

 

Donkersloot even made a cuebid over 3♥, where a natural 3NT might have been best. 

That gave Marks the chance to DBL for the spade lead. Coppens passed to show no 

control in spades and now Majcher decided it was good to bid 4♠, opposite a partner that 

could not overcall 1♠. Donkersloot was there to DBL this misstep. With all suit well under 

control a trump lead seemed called for, but Donkersloot started with a top heart, ruffed by 

North. A diamond went to the seven and Ace and Coppens played a club to the ten. Once 

again Donkersloot probably should have played a trump, but instead he cashed a club 

and diamond and then finally led a trump: the four. Majcher had a way out for three down 
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now when he put in the Jack, but tried to cash the Queen of diamonds and was four down 

in the end. NS -1100 and 15 IMPs to Netherlands Blue.  

 

Just a few IMPs were exchanged on the next few boards, when board 36 came along: 

 

West North East South 

Coppens Majcher Donkersloot Marks 

1♣ Pass 1♠ Pass 

1NT Pass 3NT Ap.  

 
The Dutch missed the slam when a combination of bidding decisions never got the diamond fit 

to emerge. Coppens opened 1♣, his lowest of four card suits. Donkersloot now had to decide 
between 1♦ or 1♠. Opposite 12-14 balanced it seems like 3NT is OK, but when West would 
rebid 2♣ it seems you are much better placed if you started with 1♦ as you can rebid 2♠ to 

show this kind of hand. Coppens decision to rebid 1NT is not unreasonable, but slam was out 
of the picture for good now. Slam is not cold of course, but it needs a club lead and King of 

diamonds of side to go down. In 3NT Coppens took all the tricks after a low club lead to the 
Jack. NS -720. 

 
West North East South 

Chodacki Verbeek Bojarski Van Engelen 

1♦ Pass 1♠ Pass 

2♣ Pass 2♥ Pass 

2♠ Pass 3♦ Pass 

3♥ Pass 3♠ Pass 

4♣ Pass 4♦ Pass 

4♥ Pass 4♠ Pass 

4NT Pass 5♥ Pass 

6♦ Ap.    
 

Chodacki had to open 1♦ in Polish Club and rebid 2♣, not promising 5♦. Bojarski used 

fourth suit to show a game-forcing hand with diamond support and now they were on their 

way, settling for 6♦ in the end. Verbeek put some pressure on with a club lead, but 

Chodacki made his contract (BBO shows he played ♦ Q to the Ace, but it seems as 

though it got covered). NS -1370 and 13 IMPs to Poland, up by 96 – 69 again.  
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West North East South 

Chodacki Verbeek Bojarski Van Engelen 

- - 3♥ 3NT 

DBL 4♥ (♠) DBL 4♠ 

DBL Pass Pass 5♣ 

DBL Ap.    
 
Bojarski opened 3♥ and that made life very difficult for Van Engelen, who could not bid 4♣ as it 
shows clubs and spades. Van Engelen chose an imaginative 3NT, surely retreating to 4♣ if it got 
doubled. Chodacki indeed doubled and now Verbeek thought for a while before removing to 
spades with a transfer. Van Engelen first accepted the transfer, but surely wasn’t going to sit that 
out and sure enough ran to 5♣, also doubled. Four down, NS -800 
 

West North East South 

Coppens Majcher Donkersloot Marks 

- - 2♦ 3♣ 

Ap.     

 

Donkersloot only opened 2♦, Multi with the East hand, so Marks had an easy 3♣ overcall 

to stay out of real trouble. Coppens did not double yet, probably hoping North-South 

would bid higher on their own. But nothing happened anymore and Marks got out for two 

down undoubled, NS -100. 12 IMPs to Poland. The score was 110 – 69 now with just four 

boards to play.  

 

The Dutch had only one good result left and it did not even win that many IMPs.  
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West North East South 

Coppens Majcher Donkersloot Marks 

- Pass 1♦ DBL 

1♥ DBL 2♥ Pass 

4♥ Ap.    

East-West were allowed to play 4♥ and North led a spade. South cashed two of those and 
needed to kill an entry to dummy so the diamond suit could not be set up. Instead he played 
back a club at trick three and Coppens took full advantage. He ran the club to the Jack and 

played a diamond, won by North. The heart return was won with the Ace and a diamond ruff, 
club Ace and club ruff followed.  
 

The position now was: 

 ♠ Q 7 
♥ -  

♦ A K  
♣ 9 

 

♠ 9 
♥ K 8 7 

♦ -  
♣ Q 

N 
W E 

S 

♠ - 
♥ Q 5 

♦ Q J 8 
♣ - 

 ♠ 6 2  
♥ T 9 

♦ -  
♣ K 

 

Coppens led another diamond from the table and South was hopeless. If he ruffed, declarer 
would overruff, pull the last trump and ruff the fourth diamond. The diamond winner could be 
reached with the last trump in dummy. So Marks instead threw the King of clubs. Declarer 

could now score a low trump and ruff a spade to lead the fourth diamond. Again Marks had 
just losing options. If he would ruff, West would overruff again and could draw the last trump 

ending in dummy to win the last trick with a diamond. If he did not ruff, declarer would score 
another low trump and had just the King and Queen left to cross ruff. A nice 620 for EW.  

 
West North East South 

Chodacki Verbeek Bojarski Van Engelen 

- Pass 1♦ DBL 

1♥ DBL 2♥ 2♠ 

4♥ 4♠ Pass Pass 

DBL Ap.    
 

Bidding started the same way, but Van Engelen bid 2♠ in response to his partner’s 

responsive double. That got Verbeek to push on to 4♠, either making or being a good 

save. Chodacki led his diamond and Van Engelen played a heart instead of drawing 

trumps. He got a defensive cross ruff now with East winning the heart and returning a 

club to West. East got a club ruff and gave a diamond ruff to West, who could cash the 

third club and give another club ruff. Down three, NS +500.  

  

The final score was:   Poland – Netherlands Blue 110 – 72  

Congratulations to Marcin Bojarski – Max Chodacki, Arek Majcher – Rafal Marks and 

coach Marek Markowski. 


