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Round 7: Belgium vs. Netherlands Red

In the 7th round Belgium faced Netherlands Red. After an overtrick IMP on 
board 11 the Dutch took a strong lead after board 12. 

West North East South
L Stougie Vandewiele M Stougie Dewit
Pass Pass 1 Pass 
1 Pass 1NT * Pass 
2 Pass 2  * Pass
2 Pass 2NT ap. 

Leen and Marc Stougie ended a bit high after the 1NT-rebid showed 13-
16 and Leen invited for game. Marc might have passed 2, but elected to
play in 2NT. Dennis Dewit led the ten of spades, ducked to the Queen. 
East played on hearts and South won immediately and returned a club. 
Declarer took the Ace and played a diamond to the Queen and another 
heart. South won again and continued with a club. North won and played 
back another club to declarer’s Queen. Declarer had 7 tricks now, but 
there was no eighth. Down one, N-S +50. 
 
North-South got involved in the bidding at the other table:
West North East South
v. Overmeire Kiljan Dehaye Tijssen
Pass Pass 1NT 2 *
DBL 2 Pass Pass 
DBL ap. 

Clovis Dehaye opened a strong 1NT and Luc Tijssen decided to overcall 
2 for the Majors. Jens van Overmeire doubled to show points, then 
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doubled 2 for penalties, based on his good heart suit. Dehaye led a club
to the Ace and van Overmeire returned a trump to the King and Ace. 
Dehaye cashed a second spade and then tried a low diamond. Kiljan ran 
this to his King and only had to lose a club and a spade from here, 
making his contract. +670 was worth 12 IMPs. 

The Belgians escaped more damage at the next board when the Dutch 
could not double as a result of playing take-out doubles after a 2-suited 
overcall.

West North East South
v. Overmeire Kiljan Dehaye Tijssen
- 1 Pass 1
2NT * Pass 3 Pass 
Pass Pass

Veri Kiljan decided to open with 1 and  that gave van Overmeire a chance
to show his two-suiter with 2NT. This was not the right moment to enter 
the bidding though. Dehaye gave preference to clubs and now Tijssen 
could not double for penalties, so he passed. Kiljan did not want to get 
involved any further on what looked like a misfit. 3 went two off, so +200 
for North-South. No real damage. 

West North East South
L Stougie Vandewiele M Stougie Dewit
- 1 Pass 1NT
Pass 2 Pass 2NT
Pass 3 ap. 
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Vandewiele opende 1 and that kept West out of the bidding. The 
Belgians landed in a good partscore and took 10 tricks for +130. Still 2 IMPs
to Netherlands Red. On board 14 the Dutch added 5 more for an extra 
doubled undertrick against 5.

On board 15 both pairs got doubled in 4, and again the Dutch declarer 
managed to get out with one trick better than the other table:

West North East South
L Stougie Vandewiele M Stougie Dewit
- - - 1NT
2 DBL Pass 2
Pass 4 DBL ap. 

Leen got in with a very thin 2 overcall, but the Belgians reached their normal 
high spade game. Marc doubled of course, with his good trumps and a partner 
who could have a trick for his bidding. Leen led a trump to the Jack and Marc 
switched to his singleton heart. Dewit took his Ace and ruffed a club, crossed to 
the Ace of diamonds and ruffed another club. Diamond King and a diamond ruff 
and another club ruff followed. Declarer had seven tricks now and got one more 
trump trick in the end. Two down and -500. 

West North East South
v. Overmeire Kiljan Dehaye Tijssen
- - - 1NT
Pass 3* Pass 3
Pass 3 Pass 4
Pass Pass DBL ap. 
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Kiljan and Tijssen got to 4 on their own after North showed a game-
forcing hand with both Majors and shortage in a minor. 3 showed club 
shortness and Tijssen signed off in game now. Dehaye still doubled and led 
his singleton heart. Kiljan won in dummy and ruffed a club. Next came 
diamond Ace, King and diamond ruff and another club ruff. Kiljan then 
tried a heart towards the King and Dehaye pitched a club. Declarer had two
heart tricks now and managed to score another club ruff and a trump in 
the end. That meant 1 down, so only -200 and 7 IMPs to Netherlands Red. 

Board 18 was an interesting 4 for East-West. 

West North East South
v. Overmeire Kiljan Dehaye Tijssen
- - 1NT ap. 

Dehaye opend 1NT so the heart suit got away completely. The defense 
started with five spades and declarer through on winner too many. He got 
the clubs right on the club switch, but only had 6 tricks to cash. Down one, 
N-S +50. 

West North East South
L Stougie Vandewiele M Stougie Dewit
- - 1 Pass 
2 Pass 2NT Pass 
4

Marc opened 1 and quickly went on to game. Dewit led his singleton 
diamond. Marc tried to seduce North to play the Jack by putting up the ten
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in dummy, but Vandewiele did well to refrain from playing the Jack. Marc 
had a problem now. He drew the trumps, unblocked his high diamonds and
led a club to the King. But the Ace was with North, so he went 2 off. N-S 
+100 and 2 IMPs to Belgium. Well done by Vandewiele. 

West North East South
L Stougie Vandewiele M Stougie Dewit
- - - 1
Pass 1 DBL 2
Pass Pass DBL Pass
4 ap. 

Leen and Marc Stougie got to 4 quite easily when Marc could double twice 
and Leen felt his hand was worth game now. He took the heart finesse and then 
gave up a club, for 10 tricks. N-S -620. 

West North East South
v. Overmeire Kiljan Dehaye Tijssen
- - - 1NT *
Pass Pass DBL Pass *
Pass RDBL * Pass 2 *
Pass Pass DBL 2 *
Pass Pass DBL ap. 

Tijssen’s 1NT was 9-12 in this position and Dehaye started doubling. Both 
North and South denied a five-card suit with pass and redouble and then the 
running began. 2 could have been any 4-3-3-3 or possibly a 2-suiter and 2 
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showed spades and diamonds. North had a nice fit there, but East-West 
elected to defend anyway. The defense started with three rounds of trumps, 
but declarer could now score three trump tricks, four spades and the Ace of 
clubs for +180. 13 IMPs to Netherlands Red. 

The last board saw the biggest swing, and again it went to Netherlands Red. 

West North East South
L Stougie Vandewiele M Stougie Dewit
1 1 2 Pass 
3 4 5 ap. 

Leen and Marc bid 5. Vandewiele led a top heart and had to decide how 
to continue. He tried the Ace of spades, but that set up the 11th winner for
declarer, who had to overcome the 4-0 trump split, which he did. N-S -600. 

West North East South
v. Overmeire Kiljan Dehaye Tijssen
1 1 2 Pass 
2NT 3 Pass 4
ap. 

Kiljan and Tijssen were allowed to play in 4. Dehaye led his heart, but 
Kiljan just played Ace and another spade and was in control. He could ruff 
the third diamond and ruff a heart. The fourth spade was his entry to his 
hand. +620 and 15 IMPs to Netherlands Red, who won the match by 56-2. 


